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This report is supported in part by the Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency (ACOA) under 
the Atlantic Policy Research Initiative, which provides a vehicle for the analysis of key 
socio-economic policy issues in Atlantic Canada. The views expressed in this study do not 
necessarily reflect the views of ACOA or of the Government of Canada. The author is 
responsible for the accuracy, reliability and currency of the information. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
L’étude stratégique est commanditée en parti par l’agence de promotion économique du 
Canada atlantique (APECA) en vertu de la Mesure de recherche stratégique de l’Atlantique, 
laquelle constitue un mécanisme pour l’analyse des enjeux stratégiques socio-économiques 
au Canada atlantique.  Les points de vue exprimés dans cette étude ne représentent pas 
nécessairement le point de vue de l’APECA ou du gouvernement du Canada. L’auteur est 































































































!In!this!report!we!describe!a!typology!of!functional!regions!for!the!four!provinces!of!Atlantic!Canada.!The!functional!regions!we!use!are!based!on!commuting!data!provided!by!Statistics!Canada!so!these!particular!functional!regions!can!also!be!thought!of!as!local!labor!markets.!A!key!advantage!of!functional!regions!is!that!the!region!boundaries!are!defined!on!the!basis!of!how!people!actually!behave,!rather!than!on!administrative!decisions!about!boundaries!made!by!government!agencies.!The!report!provides!a!regional!typology!that!reveals!similarities!and!differences!across!the!four!provinces!in!terms!of!regional!types.!The!analysis!suggests!that!regions!in!Atlantic!Canada!with!similar!characteristics,!irrespective!of!which!province!they!are!in,!have!more!in!common!in!terms!of!economic!development!opportunities!and!constraints!than!they!do!with!other!types!of!region!in!the!same!province.!!The!major!conclusions!from!the!analysis!are:!1. There!are!259!distinct!local!labor!markets!in!Atlantic!Canada.!Each!of!these!functional!regions!consists!of!a!territory!where!the!vast!majority!of!the!workers!within!the!region!live!and!work,!although!often!not!in!the!same!community.!The!regions!differ!greatly!in!terms!of!population,!economic!activity!and!size.!The!largest!region!is!focused!on!Halifax!and!is!a!medium!size!metropolitan!region!with!over!400,000!inhabitants.!The!smallest!regions!are!small,!single!Census!SubKDivisions!with!fewer!than!600!residents!and!limited!economic!activity.!While!each!region!represents!a!local!labor!market,!there!is!great!diversity!in:!size!of!workforce,!distribution!of!skills,!participation!rates!and!in!the!extent!of!seasonal!employment.!2. While!these!regions!are!local!labor!markets,!they!also!form!natural!units!for!organizing!local!development.!Local!development!is!mainly!about!improving!levels!of!employment!and!income,!making!the!local!labor!market!the!natural!unit.!!In!most!regions!there!are!multiple!settlements!organized!as!local!governments.!While!each!local!government!is!autonomous!and!sets!its!own!strategies,!the!reality!is!that!most!of!these!governments!are!jointly!dependent,!because!they!operate!is!a!single!local!economy!and!their!growth!opportunities!hinge!on!how!their!neighboring!governments!behave.!3. Within!Atlantic!Canada!there!is!clear!hierarchy!of!regions.!Each!region!can!be!characterized!as!being!within!one!of!five!categories!that!collectively!form!a!regional/urban!hierarchy1.!The!hierarchy!groups!regions!that!have!similar!characteristics!and!opportunities!into!a!single!category!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!1!The!initial!classification!of!the!regions!was!computed!using!the!6!digit!NAICs!from!the!Statistics!Canada!December!2011!Business!Registry!database.!For!the!purpose!of!displaying!a!region’s!industry!mix!the!data!are!aggregated!into!8!classes!and!in!their!NAICs!order!they!are:![1]!Primary!Industries,![2]!Construction,![3]!First!Stage!Processing,![4]!Secondary!Manufacturing,![5]!Retail!Trade,![6]!Non!Government!Services,![7]!Transportation!and![8]!Government!Services.!Note!that!the!NAIC!numbers!associated!with!the!classification!are!listed!in!Appendix!I.!!
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